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SATURDAY NIGHT
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NOBODY WEARS

booked myself in for an eye-test last

week-yeah, yeah, I can hear the jokes

from here you know. Anyway, it turns

out I need a pair of bins for seeing
things very far away. (For our non-domestic
readers and those who don’t get out much,
‘bins’ = ‘binoculars’. It may be a phrase from
the ’70s for which I apologise). Important
things like: cars coming towards you at speed
or for being able to tell in a split second that
the thing you just swerved to avoid was a
plastic bag and not a fox.

I’ve put this off for years having been quite
content knowing that trees consist of leaves
even though what I actually see is a green
shade with no definition, so kind of like
Fuzzy-Felts. Remember those? It was what
you got as a kid when your folks couldn’t af-
ford Lego or Meccano.

So much like Daredevil, I’'ve always relied
on my other senses to fill this gap in my abili-
ties. For instance, sooner or later you just
‘know’ if it was a plastic bag or a fox.

Ijest. Honest.

What I actually want to get at this month
is how we’re all super busy looking at tattoos
with our eyes doing all of the work but over
recent months, I've also got into the habit of
listening to a tattoo... though obviously not
with my ears. That would be stupid.

See, once a tattoo is in place, if it’s done
properly, it will either a: sit there like a tattoo
does or b: become part of the person it’s on.
Both are equally valid-of course they are, it
depends what you want from it-but as time
has rolled on its merry way, I’'ve seen a huge
difference between what I consider to be
good tattooing and great tattooing,.

The tattoo itself as ‘art’, stands alone and
that’s fine and dandy (that’s what it’s sup-
posed to do) but when you see a tattoo
become part of the wearer, that’s worth its
weight in chocolate bars. I've likely said it be-
fore around here but there are two types of
tattooed people in the world.

There are those who find their tattoos own
them and then there are those whom you
don’t even notice are tattooed because they
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WHEN YOU SEE A TATTOO BECOME

PART OF THE WEARER, THAT'S WORTH
ITS WEIGHT IN CHOCOLATE BAR

wear, and own, their ink so completely.

Check it out for yourself. Take a look
around at your own work and your friends
work—see where it is and what it contrib-
utes to the body. Look closely at the tattoos
you notice and closer at the ones you don’t...
there’s a dark art to placement and visibility
that’s getting lost in the mix as we bludgeon
our way forwards into instagram oblivion.

You can create a great tattoo anywhere but
for it to really spring to life, it should be right
in the skin and not sitting on top of it.

I know you know what I'm talking about.

Interestingly, up at the other end of
the magazine, totally independent of my
thoughts, Paula brings up the same train of
thought in her column.

We can’t both be wrong. Can we? @

SKIN DEEP MAGAZINE -

3



By TATSOUL

Wrath Tubes are crafted from no-flex Japanese polymer to
deliver an unbeatably consistent performance. The smooth
polymer tube body eliminates needle snagging, while the
precision-molded gel grips provide maximum comfort and

- ... sheckabsorption.
ALY ‘,I‘ AL .\'.~_ \ . A k‘-‘." i
A AR N "5‘\\}:{\\\\\'\\? \_ |
AL\ ORISR SR

BACKED BY THE INDUSTRY'S ONLY
30-POINT INSPECTION PROGESS ~ _

We examine each individual needle to ensure ideal tip sharpness, grouping

diameter and alignment. Our solder is lead free and specially inspected to ensure
an even and consistent distribution. Our standards are so demanding, that more ST
than half of the needles we manufacture don’t make the cut. Those that do must also .
pass through artist-testing in order to eam the name Envy.

Featuring _
vinyl upholstery.

1

é@:ﬁ WWW.TATSOUL.CO.UK/SKINDEEP 09000515790 [E§ TatsouLsuppLy @TATSOUL



i

12 TATTOO FREEZE

Awarm Tattoo Freeze? The most
successful, well attended Tattoo Freeze
of all time? A Tattoo Freeze that threw
up exciting new talent and some raised
eyebrows over where some people

have been hiding? And there were
Stormtroopers everywhere....

18 CHILDREN OF THE REVOLUTION
With Oscar fever beginning to sweep in,
accompanied by the justified criticism
over their complete lack of diversity, I feel
its only right that we turn our gaze to the
big screen and its portrayal of tattoos.

24 THE BLACK PARADE

It’s no secret that the bossman
appreciates blackwork as much as a
morning coffee-and when he finds an

CONTENTS

artist that rattles his cage more than
others, he makes sure we all know
about it. Thus, we are mighty pleased
to bring you the meeting between Mr
Smith and the wonderful Laura Yahna.

30 JEREMY LO

Fade FX is the only tattooist in the UK
trained in the ancient art of Borneo
tribal hand tap tattooing. In the
autumn of 2015 she went back to the
Jungles of Borneo with film maker Tom
J. Kelly to document the last of the Iban
head hunter tattootsts.

58 POP LIFE

A swift tour around any convention will
reveal a fairly high percentage of bodies
geared up for characters from popular
culture to be inked. Beccy Rimmer

chats to three UK artists about why we
choose to ink icons onto our skin.

66 PHIL TWORAVENS

There’s something special about
traveling tattoo artists like Phil
Tworavens. Yes, they help the great
old school traditions live on, but more
importantly, they have the balls to do
what most artists only dare dream
about: Pack up and hit the road.

74 BEHIND THE INK

Whether it’s an old school panther or a
portrait of someone’s cat, animals have
been the muse of tattoo artists for many
years now, and will be for marny more to
come. So what is it about our furry (and
scaly) brothers and sisters that has led so
many of us to immortalise them in ink?
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GREAT BRITISH TATTOO0 SHOW

GIVEAWAY

Shows sure come around fast these days, huh? Over the next three issues, we’ll be
giving away 15 pairs of tickets for the Great British Tattoo Show—five in each. It’s still
a couple of months away but already the artist list is online (greatbritishtattooshow.
com) and we’re not finished yet. As we write this, the wonderful Moni Marino has just
confirmed but we’ll dig into what’s going on at the show as we go forwards.

If you want to be thrown into ahat and ruffled around until your hair is a mess and hope
your name comes out on the other side, send a blank email to editor@skindeep.co.uk
with the subject line: LET ME IN. We’ll make regular draws so you can make arrange-
ments for kids and dogs-or whatever else you have at home that needs taking care of.

Good luck. Let’s get it on.

ALL SUBMISSIONS TO SLEEVE NOTES GRATEFULLY RECEIVED. BE IT NEWS, AN EVENT, NEW MERCH, A STUDIO MOVE... WE'LL
DO OUR VERY BEST TO LET EVERYBODY ELSE KNOW ABOUT IT TOO. EMAIL: NEWS@SKINDEEP.CO.UK OR IF YOU WANT TO
BE ARCHAIC ABOUT THE WHOLE AFFAIR: SKIN DEEP, 1 MARCHER COURT, SEALAND ROAD, CHESTER CH1 6BS. BRING IT.

twitter.com/skindeepmag Owww.facebook.cum/tattuornagazine

VIP PASSES

Remember a while back we held a
competition in which subscribers
could win a lifetime pass to a Skin
Deep show of their choice? Well,
the deeds are now complete and
those people’s names look like
this: Paul Higgins, Sophie Maoss,
Robert Foster, Jodie Maore.

Don’t blame us if you have a
sudden influx of friends...

DRAWING NIGHT
Inkling tattoo are regularly host-
ing life model drawing nights for
their 4 artists and guests. With
increasing popularity and a kind
offer from the Sound House to
host the event, Inkling want to give
something back to local and aspir-
ing artists to draw a life model in a
informal setting. With a suggested
donation of £2 for attendance-
with all the monies going to the
Charity Mind, a charity close to a
lot of hearts, as we've all expected
some problems directly and
indirectly-it sounds like a blast.

For more information,
dates and anything else you
can think of contact:

Aidan O’Brien - instagram—@
inklingtattoo - Inkling Tat-
too Studio, 6 Burton Street,
Leicester LE1 1TB : facebook.
com/LeicesterDrinkandDraw

SAK YANT MASTER: A VISIT
Happy Sailor Tattoo Studio will be
playing host to Master Ajarn Ohr
from 2nd of June ta 16th June.
You can find Happy Sailor at 17
Hackney Rd, London E2 7NX
020 7033 9222 but for bookings,
email: james@thaitattoosaky-
ant.co.uk. Stay tuned—we’ll try
and bring you some maore on this
as we get closer to the dates.

OPEN FOR BIZ

Award winning Rendition Tattoo
Studio in Nuneaton have reopened
their books to take on new clients.
With 3 resident artists, an up and
coming apprentice and a talented
piercer, there is also room for
guest artists all year round so if
you're passing through, contact
them at renditionnuneaton@
gmail.com. Find them at 120
Queens Road, Nuneaton CV115LG
nuneatontattoostudio.co.uk

y
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TATTOO LONDON

As many of you will already know, an exhibition at Museum of London (museumo-
flondon.org.uk] is currently celebrating our most favourite of arts. Tattoo Lon-
don — which is open now until 8 May — delves into the history of London’s tattoo
pioneers, by way of historic photos and interviews.

The exhibition also calls on four of Lon-
don’s most prominent artists and their
studios — Lal Hardy at New Wave, Alex
Binnie at Into You, Claudia de Sabe at
Seven Doors and Mo Coppoletta at The
Family Business.

Jen Kavanagh, curator for Tattoo Lon-
don at the Museum of London, said: "We
hope that this exhibition will appeal to
existing and new visitors to the museum,
offering them arare glimpse into the fas-

cinating life of a tattooist in the capital.”

Admission is free and as it pushes for-
wards, there’s also a chance to explore
the tattooed body with an Art Macabre
life drawing salon on Wednesday 4 May.

It would be remiss of us in the ex-
treme to not give coverage to this. Start-
ing next month, we delve deep with
some nice exclusives from the exhibit.
Stay tuned... and get your asses down
there. It’s very cool indeed.

CONVENTIONS

MONDIAL DU TATOUAGE
04-06 March 2016
Grande halle de la Villette
211 Avenue Jean Jaures
75018 Paris, France
mondialdutatouage.com

17TH TATTOO CONVENTION ANTWERP
12-13 March 2016

Hangar 29 Waagnatie

Rijnkaai 150, 2000 Antwerp,

Belgium

6TH ROTTERDAM TATTOO CONVENTION
19-20 March 2016

Ahoy Rotterdam, Ahoyweg 10,

3084 BA Rotterdam

The Netherlands
rotterdam.unitedconventions.com

6TH TATTOO EXTRAVAGANZA PORTSMOUTH
25-27 March 2016

Pyramids Centre,

Clarence Esplanade

Portsmouth POS 3ST United Kingdom
tattooextravaganza.co.uk

THE SCOTTISH TATTOO CONVENTION
26-27 March 2016

Edinburgh Corn Exchange

10 New Market Rd, Edinburgh EH14 1RJ
United Kingdom

OSTER TATTOO WEEKEND
27-28 March 2016
AIRPORT-EVENTHALL
Ernst-Frenzel-Strafde 16
93083 Obertraubling, Germany
tattooshow-regensburg.de

INK & IRON TATTOO CONVENTION

03 April 2016

The New Bingley Hall, 1 Hockley Circus
Birmingham B18 5PP United Kingdom
inkandiron.co.uk

NORTH LAKES TATTOO SHOW
09-10 April 2016

The Shepherds Inn & Auctioneer
Wavell Dr, Rosehill Estate,
Carlisle CA1 28T, United Kingdom
northlakestattooshow.co.uk

STARFIRE TATTOO WEEKEND
WILHELMSHAVEN

15-17 April 2016
Stadthalle Wilhelmshaven,
GrenzstrafRe 24

26382 Wilhelmshaven
Germany

9TH BRIGHTON TATTOO CONVENTION
30 April-01 May 2016

The Brighton Centre

B ME C P Centre, 10A Fleet St
Brighton, East Sussex BN1 2GR
United Kingdom
blog.brightontattoo.com

LIVERPOOL TATTOO CONVENTION
07-08 May 2016

Britannia Adelphi Hotel, Ranelagh Place
Liverpool,L3 SUL United Kingdom
liverpooltattooconvention.com

GREAT BRITISH TATTOO SHOW

28-29 May 2016

Alexandra Palace, Alexandra Palace Way
London N22 7AY United Kingdom
greatbritishtattooshow.com

y
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TéNAL TATTOO
OGRAPHY AWARD

Every year at Tattoo Freeze, we exhibit the shortlisted entries of our National Tattoo | “The Fix”

Phaoto by: Neil ‘Muz’ Murray
doublektattoos.co.uk
doubleks@hotmail.co.uk

Photography Award. The brief couldn’t be simpler—produce an outstanding tattoo
themed photograph—and there are always a stack of great entires. However, the re-
sults of this particular competition are left to the visiting guests at Tattoo Freeze to
choose the best of the best. B0B Upper Bar, Newport
This year that honour—and a fistful of amazon vouchers to the value of £350— Shropshire TF10 7EJ
went to Neil ‘Muz’ Murray for “The Fix” who also happens to tattoo out of Double 01352 872180
K Tattoos in Shropshire.
Nice work Sir!

Footnote: The competition runs every year, so take this as fair warning—ifyou fancy your chances at Tattoo Freeze 2017,
you’ve got something like ten months to get your act together!

SKIN DEEP MAGAZINE




Cruelty Free
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100% NATURAL VEGETABLE FIBRE
TATTOO SPONGE

FOR - TANEISDEOSSSASERTRE R C A R E

_ * 100% Natural

B T e Vegan & Cruelty Free

a e |deal for use on freshly tattooed skin

» Glides over the skin to remove any post
tattoo 'gunk’

* Helps reduce the likelihood of large scabs
forming on new tattoos

» Hypoallergenic

* 100% Colouring & Additive Free

FOR TATTOO AFTERCARE

A BREAKTHROUGH IN TATTOO AFTERCARE

www.konjacspongecompany.com

+44 (0)1442 800 801

/KONJACSPONGES @KONJACSPONGES *
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TATTOO OF THE MONTH

by
Robert Kane

Out of a huge stash of simply incredible work that we got in from Robert Kane, this
dog ticked a lot of boxes around the desks in the office - for a whole host of reasons.

“The client gave me some photographs of her dog and wanted something fun to
represent her. SoIlooked at the photos and chose some specific features to exagger-
ate-because that’s what I do—and after about 3 or 4 hours, this was the end result.
Simple as that!”

Subject matter aside (because nobody gets to argue with a dog tattoo), this is in-
credibly clean and ‘exact’ in its execution. A smart use of colour and shading lift it
off the skin more than your average inking session too - something that tells tales on
Kane’s one time dream to work as a concept artist for Disney.

There’s not much else to say about this one. Simply, a fun, super-smart tattoo
which we shall file under something like ‘illustrative story-telling’.

Nice!

SKIN DEEP MAGAZINE

Robert Kane

Squids Ink

1775 Washington Street
Hanover, Massachusetts 02339
RobertKaneArt@gmail.com

© rkane
© rkaneart
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A warm Tattoo Freeze? The most successful, well attended Tattoo Freeze of

all time? A Tattoo Freeze that threw up exciting new talent and some raised

eyebrows over where some people have been hiding? Yes: Tattoo Freeze was
all of these things—and there were even Stormtroopers everywhere...

his year, I thought I would visit our own show

as a customer-at least for the purposes of this

review-and see if it felt different... or maybe

to seeif I could approach it differently when it
came to writing the show up.

Ididn’t tell anybody I was going to do this, consequently,
at the end of the day all I heard was “Where have you been
all day?” to which my best reply was: “I've been busy.”

Which is fair.

Having decided to go down this road of experience, I
queued up with everybody else but found myself standing
on a corner where the biting wind liked to whip across the
Midlands administering some kind of medieval punish-
ment on all who chose to stand there. At which point, I
had a change of heart and used my pass to slip in through
aside door.

You would have done exactly the same thing.

And so we get down to it:

SKIN DEEP MAGAZINE

Walking around to see who was on board, it was kind of
odd to only personally know maybe a dozen studios out
of the couple of hundred working. Going around again
just to make sure I wasn’t asleep revealed I was indeed
wide awake and this was the case... time to pay attention
instead of coasting then.

Having caught up with those I do know well... Mac,
Richie Guy, Dek and Sam at Electric Kicks, Kat Wilson...
it’s time to get my head into some portfolios—and there are
some great studios turning up out there. On my tour I am
accompanied by Wayne (Simmons) because such a tour is
always more fun when you can bounce an opinion around.

Stallions & Galleons is a studio I've been watching for
awhile—there’s some damn nice work coming from that
quarter. We haven’t seen the best of them yet by a long
shot but it was heartening to see Ali Burke (from said stu-
dio, obviously) take home a Best of Convention award for
her swan delivered to a shin. In fact, it always warms the
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heart when an artist has been working hard
and long and gets some ‘award recognition’—
Tony Evans at Opulent Ink being one of them.
If memory serves, he swanned off (no pun
intended) with the award for Best Portrait
which was supercool in my book (and if pun
was intended, it was thoroughly out of place).

Along the trek, we found reason to stop
at Matt King’s booth, where, amongst other
things, Matt has a nice line going in Star Wars
tattoos that are a little different from the
norm. You can find Matt online at instagram.
com/tattmattoo—go check him out. Nice,
talented guy who I hope we’ll hear a lot more
from in the future.

Another name to watch as we blast into
2016 is Josie Sexton—instagram.com/josie-
sexton—who is a fine art graduate and has

been able to translate her skills into being
able to work them on skin. With a nice line
in sweet creatures who might bite and an eye
for making them pop when they shouldn’t,
we’re going to keep a close eye on her too
even if you're too lazy to.

Hats off must go to Miss Shiv who is back
on the circuit seemingly not five seconds af-
ter giving birth (well, maybe abit longer than
that, but still...) and also to Craig James at
New Ink who for some reason was more than
alittle nervous about entering his piece into
the competitions and happened to win alittle
something. You never know what can happen
out here that’s for sure.

Looking at the show as a whole-which we
are now able to do much more easily as we’ve
kicked the red booths into touch in favour of

TATTOO FREEZE WINNERS

Best Oriental
Marc Nutley at Studio Ink

Best Portrait
Tony Evans at Opulent Ink

Best Black & Grey
Nipper at Bridgend Tattoo

Best Colour
Craig Cardwell at Retro Ink

Best Black & Dotwork
Rikki Baird at Retro Ink

Best Realism
Craig James at New
Ink Tattoo Studio

Best Avant Garde
Lee McMahon at Midlands
Tattoo Centre

Best Star Wars Tattoo
Steve Wade at All Seeing
Eye Tattoo Lounge

Best of Convention
Ali Burke at Stallions & Galleons

SKIN DEEP MAGAZINE + 15




16

amore wide-open European style-I can safely say that
realism is still a big deal out there. I thought it might
be a ‘thing’ but if it is, then people are still wanting that
‘thing’ and it looks as though it’s here to stay. Having said
that-and I throw this into the ring as a personal observa-
tion, not a fact-I’'m seeing a wave starting to form behind
the traditional side of tattooing again... not that it ever
went away, but there’s certainly a re-surge in apprecia-
tion forit, or maybe that should be a re-surge in tattooers
wanting to work with it. We’ll see how that pans out as we
go forwards. That’s the beauty of watching this hurricane
form. You can never predict what’s going to happen next
because no matter what the national press will have you
believe, there’s no such thing as fashion trends when it
comes to tattooing. It changes daily, weekly, monthly...
always has, always will.

With a strong line-up this year, it was good to hear that

The UK Best Selling

Tattoo

Mr Simmons had booked himself in for some work later
in the year based on what he had found-and he wasn’t the
only one. More than a few people on staff had the same
ideatoo, so it looks like it will be a busy year in-house!

Seriously looking at the show this way from the out-
side, I could have taken another day of tattooing easily.
It flashed by in the blink of an eye and was over all too
quickly. Then again, maybe that’s why it was so intense.
Those things are not for me to decide.

Overall, this show was a real winner this year-much as
it was last year only busier-which leads me to only one
conclusion: the hunger for tattooing never goes away. It
might come and go in waves occasionally but such is the
nature of absolutely everything in life.

Next stop? Alexandra Palace in May for the Great Brit-
ish Tattoo Show. May it be every bit as successful as Tat-
too Freeze... but slightly warmer. [

A BIG THANKS TO ALL OUR SPONSORS FOR HELPING MAKE TATTOO FREEZE EVERYTHING IT WAS:

MEDICAL
Studlo

[qa Sicle, CSIAR

SKIN DEEP MAGAZINE

TRTTO0. PIGRCING & MENICAL SUPPLICS

www.pulselightclinic.co.uk

www. TattooBro.com
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CHILDREN

OF THE REVOLUTION

With Oscar fever beginning to sweep in, accompanied by the justified
criticism aover their complete lack of diversity, | feel its only right that
we turn our gaze to the big screen and its portrayal of tattoos

Santa Perpetua

hough both online and on the small screen
tattoos are the focus for many shows, Holly-
wood’s glamour does not seem so keen to em-
brace the topic.

What started with Miami Ink, “the gold standard” of
tattoo shows as AV Club labels it, has now grown, for bet-
ter or worse, into a multi-million pound industry of tat-
too-related output for television audiences.

Ami James, Chris Nunez and Co. pioneered the standard
format for tattoo television and paved the way for a host of
other artists to make their mark on their clients, and the
public, with AV Club stating that Miami Ink “spawned the
whole subgenre”.

Following the show’s
launch, audiences have
been treated to the sen-
sual delights of LA Link,
London Ink, Madrid Ink,
NY Ink, Tattoo Fixers,

THE FORMAT IS ALREADY IN
NEED OF A SHAKE UP WITH THE
TRIED AND TESTED METHOD
GRADUALLY BECOMING
MONOTONOUS AND FORMULAIC

Tattoo Nightmares, Inked, Ink Master, My Tattoo Addic-
tion, America’s Worst Tattoos and many more.

As Margaret Lyons explains in an article for Vulture, tattoo
shows seem to have settled into four main categories. There
are The Contest Shows where artists pit their skills against
a panel of judges or fellow artists; The Workplace Shows
focusing on one studio and their steady stream of tribute
tattoos; The Bad Tattoos Shows that provide emergency
services to those tattoo disasters; and finally the Kitchen
Nightmares where the audience visits problematic parlours.
sketchy studios, and barely believable businesses.

Personally, I feel the format is already in need of a
shake up with the tried
and tested method grad-
ually becoming monoto-
nous and formulaic. But
as fans of body art we
should not be too down-
beat, as tattoo television
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CHILDREN OF THE REVOLUTION

Ben Carter

Belly Button Santa Perpetua

INSOME CASES TATTOOS HAVE BEEN | (" o o e o attoos
TH EMSELVES THE UNIQUE SELLING Even the fast food giants McDonalds have
POINT OF THE ENTIRE SHow attempted, and failed, to get in on the act
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is not the only area where we are able to wit-
ness ink on the small screen.

As tattoos have become more popular with
the public, they have increasingly been in-
corporated into the mainstream shows that
we watch on TV. In some cases tattoos have
been themselves the unique selling point of
the entire show as producers seek to tap into
the tattoo-mania sweeping society.

Prison Break is the most obvious exam-
ple of this with character Michael Scofield,
played by Wentworth Miller, covering him-
self in the elaborate blueprint of a prison so
that he can escape with his brother.

More recently Blindspot has hit the screens
with its heavily inked heroine raking in ten
million viewers in the US for its opening epi-
sode. In the words of The Guardian’s Graeme
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recently with an ad featuring an alternative
punk looking pork wrapper. And though they
fail in their attempt to seduce me to visit the
less-than golden arches, they at least seem
more accepting of her body art than they
were of mine when I spent three (regretta-
ble) shifts working there as a teen.

Despite the growing popularity of tat-
toos on the small screen, there are still those
who are opposed to the phenomenon. Dawn
Cooke, a tattoo artist from Detroit, USA, and
blog writer for Tattoo Artist, is one such critic.

Cooke, who appears to be somewhat of a
purist and is a self-confessed “traditional-
ist” when it comes to tattoos, has written for
The Huffington Post in the past about why
it is she has come to hate tattoo television.
Among her “ten reasons the tattoo commu-
nity doesn’t respect tattoo reality TV shows”



-
Craig Bartlett |

is that the topic has been beaten to death,
watching tattooing is boring, and that “these
shows and people who make them are miss-
ing the point altogether”.

Despite its critics, surely the growth and
acceptance of tattoo television can only be a
positive phenomenon for those of us who ap-
preciate and admire the art form.

And though tattoos are becoming more wide-
ly used and seen on television, they are still yet
to break the mainstream barrier of Hollywood.

Some may question why I consider this im-
portant, but with almost 172 million cinema
admissions in the UK in 2015, how things are
portrayed on the big screen can have a dra-
matic impact on public opinion.

Such a huge figure—almost three times
the entire population of the UK—does not
even take into account movies downloaded,

EVEN THE FAST FOOD GIANTS MCDONALDS HAVE ATTEMPTED,

Jubs Predatorjames

Jubs Predatorjames

streamed, or bought on DVD, and with the
rise of services like Netflix, movies are only
going to become more frequently watched.

To be blunt, the impact of the big screen
can be hugely powerful and its influence
over public opinion should not be underesti-
mated. Take the 1975 Spielberg classic Jaws
for example, which not only made audiences
think twice about swimming in the sea, it also
led to a huge growth in shark-hunting, be-
cause as the film wrongly suggested, sharks
were nothing but man eaters.

Now whilst people with tattoos are not
quite being portrayed in the same light as 25-
foot Great White Sharks, they, or should I say
we, are being portrayed in a light that is less
than flattering, or indeed accurate.

The stars of Memento, Red Dragon, East-
ern Promises, Pirates of the Caribbean,

AND FAILED, TO GET IN ON THE ACT RECENTLY
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CHILDREN OF THE REVOLUTION

Tattoo Crew Production

Jubs Predatorjames

WITH ALMOST 172 MILLION CINEMA

ADMISSIONS IN THE UK IN 2015, HOW
THINGS ARE PORTRAYED ON THE BIG
SCREEN CAN HAVE A DRAMATIC IMPACT
ON PUBLIC OPINION

American History X, Snatch, and Wanted are
all memorable due to their body art, but their
characters play into the stereotype of tattoos
belonging only to certain members of socie-
ty. These being, essentially, the undesirables.

In Memento, the protagonist suffers from
severe memory loss and is responsible for
the deaths of a number of people. In Red
Dragon, the protagonist is a serial killer and
a cannibal. In Eastern Promises he is posing
as a Russian gangster. In Pirates of the Carib-
bean, the protagonist is a pirate—as the name
suggests. In American History X he is a mur-
derous Nazi. In Snatch he is a bare-knuckle
boxing champion. And in Wanted, the pro-
tagonist is an assassin.
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Leasha Jacques

It’s hardly aline up that is going to instil trust
and respect from the public for those of us
who choose to cover our bodies similarly.

With one in five Brits being tattooed, and
one in three young British adults adorning
themselves in permanent art, with similar fig-
ures occurring across the pond in the US, how
isitthat there are so few tattooed people being
seen on the big screen? And more importantly,
when they do appear on the big screen, why are
they not being shown in a more positive light?

I am preaching to the converted here I
know, but could somebody please have a
word with the Hollywood directors and
screenwriters, and tell them that not all tat-
tooed people are criminals, murderers, or
racists. Some of us are teachers who are busy
educating the next generation, some of us are
nurses who save lives every day, and some of
us are scientists pushing the boundaries of
human knowledge and looking for solutions
to the biggest problems.

Bring on the Hollywood tattoo revolution. =
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It’s no secret that the bossman appreciates blackwork as much as a morning
coffee-and when he finds an artist that rattles his cage more than others,
he makes sure we all know about it. Thus, we are mighty pleased to bring you

detest social media so much, most days
I want to douse it in petrol and throw
the back-end of a cigarette on it, but
occasionally—usually when I’'m in the
mood to delete all my accounts and look at
the world through my own eyes—1I find magi-
cal beings loitering there and am forced to
change my mind in case it happens again.
Such was the case a month or so back—this
time with instagram—when I stumbled upon
the work of Laura Yahna and fell head over heels
in love with her blackened point of view on the
world. I guess social media might have an up-
side after all, but let’s keep that just between us.
I’'m a sucker when it comes to tattoos of ani-
mals. Show me an animal tattoo and you will

the meeting between Mr Smith and the wonderful work of Laura Yahnu‘

have my attention. Show me an animal tattoo
in nothing but black ink and you will have my
full attention. It’s the primal thing that does it
tome. If something works with very little effort
using nothing but one colour and the influence
of Mother Nature, what more can you ask for?

Laura Yahna can most often be found work-
ing at Pech & Sulfur Tattoo in Berlin and if she
happens to not be there when you go knock-
ing, she’ll be on the road... a lot. Her specialty,
ifyouhaven't figured it out by now is darkness:

laura-yahna.com
tattoo@laura-yahna.com

Pech & Sulfur Tattoos
Mehringdamm 81
10885 Berlin

laurayahna.tumblr.com
© instagram.com/laurayahna/
o facebook.com/laurayahna

The machine is not the thing that gives
you good results. You need quality and a
machine that fits your personal needs
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THE BLACK PARADE
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I’m influenced by a lot of stuff. It’s super
hard to tell you what exactly though. My
subconscious does most of the hard work

Crows, ravens, demons, black cats, semi-
humanistic creatures up to no good... the list
goes on and what’s not to love about any of
that. Laura started tattooing with an ‘inter-
net machine’—a cardinal sin as ever-and yet
time and time again, we see artists who start-
ed this way rising far and above those who go
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down a more traditional route:

“I did—and the results were horrible!
I discovered that a tattoo machine is re-
ally nothing more than something you buy
somewhere. The machine is not the thing
that gives you good results. You need quality
and a machine that fits your personal needs.
Ilearned something from this but I think it’s
probably that like in every business.”

This is a good point. Nothing good should
come easy or be handed out on a plate either.
I wonder if Laura has much of an art back-
ground to work with as she moved forwards?

“I was into drawing when I was young but
I stopped for years. I got kind of desperate
about it because I had the feeling I couldn’t
express myself, but when I began to study




graphic design, I got more and more inter-
ested in illustrating stuff again.”

One of the more interesting aspects about
‘simple’ blackwork for me is how freaking
hard it is to get right. I see people dismiss it
offhand because of its simplicity, I see art-
ists who don’t normally play in that sand-pit

thinking its easy and finding that it’s very far
from it. Does Laura find it hard to get it right
and also have it hold up over time?

“Absolutely! Everything I tattooed was
something I needed to learn from—and I am
still learning with every single tattoo I do. I
haven’t reached anything like perfection in
my own head and I don’t think I ever will!

“I started doing walk in and colour stuff
though and I think that’s super important for
anybody who is learning to tattoo out there. I
think it’s weird that people start to tattoo and

e

Everything | tattooed was something |
had to learn from-and I’'m still learning
with every tattoo | do
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| have a lot of ‘wanna-dos’ on my wish
list and it’s cool that the people are

interested in that

just do their own stuff from the very start. To
get agood foundation at the beginning, it’s all
about the technique and how to have a great
relationship with your customer.

“I still do some small stuff that people don’t
expect from me anymore if I need to, but at
the moment, I can fill my organiser with my
own work and that makes me super happy.
I have a lot of great customers now that let
me do what I want—more or less! I have a lot
of ‘wanna-dos’ on my wish list and it’s cool
that the people are interested in that. I also
draw some stuff on the day of the tattoo with
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my customer next to me. It’s nice when that
kind of thing works out and when people are
spontaneous and easy going.” ;

If you want to catch up with Laura and get
your own slice of her dark magic, right now,
the road ahead looks like this:

“I am in Australia at the moment to es-
cape the winter in Germany. I will plan
all my guest spots and appointments in
March, but I will be in Amsterdam at Salon
Serpent from May 17th to the 21st with my
friend Esther de Miguel. Afterwards, I will
be guesting in Switzerland, England, Spain
and some other places (including Tattoo
Jam!) Most of the time though, you can find
in me in Berlin—thats my home-base!”

Which just leave me to say... get in the line.
I was here first. [
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JEREMY LO:
HAND TAP TATTOO

MASTER

Fade FX is the only tattooist in the UK trained in the ancient art of Borneo
tribal hand tap tattooing. In the autumn of 2015 she went back to the jungles
of Barneo with film maker Tom J. Kelly to document the last of the Iban head
hunter tattooists. While there she met up with her former teacher and tattoo

master Jeremy Lo to discuss the technicalities of hand tap tattooing

( ( wo sticks that’s all the equipment you need to tattoo by hand.”

It was day 2 of filming and we were sat out on the terrace of a
traditional long house overlooking the Borneo rainforest chat-
ting with world renowned hand tap tattooist Jeremy Lo.

“You have two sticks one with needles tied at the end the other works
as a hammer. The size and length of the sticks depends on which part of
the body you are tattooing. Different parts need different sizes. It’s like
using a machine with different
needles, different tubes and differ-
ent throw depending on what and
where you are tattooing.”

I first went to Borneo in 2008
where I trained under Jeremy learn-
ing the techniques and procedures
of hand tap tattooing. I’ve been re-
turning on a regular basis ever since
each time learning a bit more and
perfecting my technique. I've spent
time with members of the Iban tribe
living with them in their rainforest
home and learning about their cul-
ture and tattooing heritage. Jeremy

would spend days with them and get
in return snippets of information.

Jeremy holds the two sticks up. To
the untrained eye the tools look dan-
gerously archaic but in the hands of
a master they can execute the most
beautiful tattoos.

“One holds the needles, one is the
hammer and the voltage is your
hands. That’s it and the rest is prefer-
ence on weight and feel of the tools.
You can use any hard wood but not
bamboo as it’s too soft. You could
use it for smaller tattoos but for big-
ger tattoos you need a hard stick and
abig hammer.”

Jeremy smiles his warm wry smile.

“For me it’s simple. Just two sticks
cut from any tree where the wood
looks hard enough. That’s it and
that’s how they did it in the past too.”

Hand tap tattooing has a heritage

paved the way for tattooists like me that dates back to the Stone Age. In Europe the knowledge of tattooing was
by getting the Iban tribal elders to lost for centuries until sailors brought it back from their long voyages to the
open up to outsiders and to encour- | Far East. In the jungles of Borneo, tattooing has an unbroken lineage dating
age them to share their secrets. The back to humanity’s earliest forays into art were beautiful geometric lines,
process of gaining their trust was curves and pictograms where all achieved with two hard sticks, organic inks

at times painfully slow and Jeremy ! andimprovised needles.

Words & Images: Fade FX and Matt Haddon-Reichardt

SKIN DEEP MAGAZINE +« 31



JEREMY LO: HAND TAP TATTOO MASTER

The Point of no Return

The Point of No Return is a film directed by Tom J Kelly and co-directed/presented by
Fade ‘FX’ Manning. Here Fade explains the goals of the film and how important it was to
go to Borneo and make this ground breaking documentary.

“The goal of the documentary was to capture the unique tattoo history and culture of
the Iban tribe. We interviewed the last tattooed elders at several longhouses deep in the
heart of the jungle. We explored the distinct position that tattooing holds in Iban tribal
culture, deciphering the past and looking to the future and asking if the tattoo traditions
can survive in a world where accelerating change is eroding Iban heritage. Globalisation,
deforestation and a cultural shift towards Catholicism are having a devastating effect on
the tattoo traditions.”

“We talked with some of the most knowledgeahle people about the mythology and
fables that infuse the tattoo designs. We also heard about how hand-tapped tattooing
was revived by a select few when all around them abandoned its practice.”

“The aim of the film is to document Iban hand tapped tattooing and its rich heritage
before it is lost to histary. The elder generation are no longer passing on their knowledge
and traditions due to their conversion to Christianity. Each time | return to Borneo, the
tattooed elders are becoming fewer. It was an honour to hear the elder’s stories and learn
of a time before the cross and chainsaw changed their way of life forever. | only hope
that Iban tattooing can survive and that we can preserve its heritage before we reach the
point of no return.”

‘The Paint Of No Return’ will be premiered at the Brighton Tattoo Convention on 30 April
with a subsequent showing at Great British Tattoo Show on 28/29 May. The film will be
available to buy from 1 May—check in at fadefxtattoo.com for more details closer to the time.
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DEFORESTATIONANDA
CULTURAL SHIFT TOWARDS
CATHOLICISM ARE HAVING A
DEVASTATING EFFECT ON THE
TATTOO TRADITIONS

“Before there were modern needles, they
would use different things. Very hard wood
would be cut and sharpened to form needles.
I’ve seen bones, hardwood and thorns used
as needles. When people started being able
to get hold of metal needles they would use
that one needle on everybody. They wouldn’t
change it-just sharpen it between tattoos.
For big patches they would use three to five
needles together but that was it, basically
anything that was sharp could be used and
sometimes was.”

The inks used by Iban hand tap tattooists



were as DIY as the tattoo tools and sourced
directly from the environment around them.

“Tattoo ink was based on ash or burnt car-
bon scraped off the bottom of a cooking pot.
This was mixed with sugar cane water and
boiled down to a thicker texture that is easy
to tattoo with. It was as simple as that.”

“I’ve never used that traditional kind of ink.
I tried it once on myself but wasn’t happy
with the results. I tried to make the ash base
but the problem is it’s hard to make in large
amounts. These days it’s easier and more
consistent to use commercial inks.”

We turn to the tools and how these influ-
ence the designs. Indigenous Borneo tat-
too designs were linked to the rainforest
and its rivers. Animals that both sustained
and threatened the tribes feature heavily

TO THE UNTRAINED EYE THE TWO STICKS LOOK
DANGEROUSLY ARCHAIC BUT IN THE HANDS OF A MASTER
THEY CAN EXECUTE THE MOST BEAUTIFUL TATTOOS

in the artwork from fish to crabs and croc-
odiles. The plants and trees of the jungle
also played a major role and the designs
often focussed on seeds and vines. Male tat-
toos were traditionally big, bold and black
to make them easily visible to convey the
wearer’s status and bravery as a warrior.
Both genders wore tattoos, with designs for
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TAP TATTOO MASTER

“... ITRIED IT ONCE ON MYSELF BUT WASN’

HAPPY WITH THE RESULTS. | TRIED TO MAK
THE ASH BASE BUT THE PROBLEMISIT’S
HARD TO MAKE IN LARGE AMOUNTS’
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women being more delicate and subtle.

“Hand tap tools are made to do certain pat-
terns. The Borneo tattoo isn’t intricately de-
tailed like machines can do. The Iban tattoos
are all black. Back in the day there were just
two people hammering it in-basically doing
alot of dot work to fill in the black. Compared
to modern tattooing where you use a mag-
num (shading needle) to black everything in,
it was just rounds (another type of needle)
making lots of dots. The result is a dotted
texture that you can see if you look closely.”

“For smaller details a shorter stick and less
needles. It was also dotted and after years the
tattoo will spread but this depends on how
deep the ink is in the skin. Hand tapping is
what it is. You can’t do what you can do now
with two sticks and a few needles.”

The materials, methods and tattoo de-

signs evolved together to create an art
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form that is unique in its style and execu-
tion. Borneo hand tap tattooing is unlike
any other manual method used around the
world. The tools, technique and ink give a
very different finish compared to electric
machine tattoos and this is part of appeal
of hand tap tattoos. You couldn’t do por-
traiture with a hand tap tool kit but then, a
machine couldn’t authentically produce a
Borneo hand tap tattoo.

“Hand tap tattoos look very different to
machine tattoos. A good machine tattoo will
have perfect lines but a hand tap tattoo you
will always get the dots. But if you hand tap
using modern inks you can get the same in-
tense black as a machine tattoo. Hand tap-
ping has a unique texture. It’s like the dif-
ference between water colour and oil paints.
Both can make beautiful pictures but the feel
is very different.” [
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